Math Enrichment Homework

Math enrichment homework is meant for students who have mastered grade-level material.  This should be an assignment that is instead of the grade-level assignment not in addition to the regularly assigned work.  Since the student has shown that he/she has an above average understanding of the concept or skill that is being taught, this enrichment assignment is above and beyond what is expected.  Please remember that there are a wide variety of learners who are working above grade-level and that finding one challenge assignment that meets all of their needs is difficult.  In that sense we all - teachers, parents, students, enrichment coordinator - need to work together to provide, and then maybe modify if necessary, challenge assignments.  Here are some suggestions that may be useful at home.
If the enrichment homework is too difficult – 
· STOP!!  These assignments are not intended to frustrate a student, they are meant to challenge them.  You have many options if you find an assignment is too hard, including doing the regular classroom activity instead.
· Work through the sheet with them.  Use it as a teachable moment and let them watch you problem solve.  Hearing you talk through a problem is a fantastic way to teach them problem solving strategies and is often times more valuable than finding ‘THE’ final answer.   If they see you struggle with a problem – GREAT!  They can learn that it is okay to be stumped even as an adult.   Maybe you don’t complete the assignment but instead you use it as a chance to talk about how you could approach the problem.  All of these are higher level thinking skills and EXCELLENT teachable moments.
· Skip it and choose another activity to do instead such as the regular classroom assignment, a math computer game, or a math board/card game that you play together.  Even reading a book about math, and there are tons of great ones out there now, is a wonderful option.  Just write a note to your child’s teacher letting them know that the assignment was too difficult and what option you chose to do instead.
If the enrichment homework is too easy – 
· See if you or your child can find a way to extend the activity or make it more creative or challenging.  Often times it is the student who has a great idea for how to make the assignment work for them. 
· Choose a different activity such as a more challenging sheet that you find at the teacher store, on the computer, or in a challenge workbook, playing a math game, etc. 
· If your child really wants to, have them do the assignment anyway and celebrate the fact that they were able to reinforce the skill and are now ready to move on to other homework assignments or self-selected activities.

Possible supplemental resources to use at home –

· The local teacher store – Look online or in the yellow pages under teacher stores. They have tons of resources at a variety of different skill levels.
· Catalogs – The following are a list of catalogs that have EXCELLENT resources for mind benders and puzzles that the whole family will love.  FoxMind, MindWare, Prufrock Press, The Zephyr Catalog, Bright Ideas for the Gifted and Talented, Zanca, Free Spirit, Mensa, Hickory Grove Press – just to name a few.
· Online printables - Do a Google search of a particular skill with the word printable or free worksheets after it and you will find all kinds of resources that allow you to print activities for free or for a yearly subscription fee.  www.edHelper is one of my favorites and is only $39 a year.
· Websites – There are hundreds of websites that offer free enrichment games for kids.  Again, do a Google search for free games and you will find many options.
· www.funbrain.com

· www.learningplanet.com

· www.superkids.com

· www.activityvillage.com 

· www.sitesforteachers.com

· www.brainquest.com

· www.puzzlemaker.com

· www.coolmath4kids.com

· www.aaamath.com

· www.mathgoodies.com

· www.rainforestmaths.com

· www.thatquiz.com

· www.prongo.com

· www.primarygames.com

· www.rhlschool.com/math.htm

· www.quotationspage.com

· www.onelook.com
· www.sheppardsoftware.com
· Books at the library or book store – Ask your local librarian or bookseller for their favorite titles that incorporate math concepts.  Some titles may include:
· Anno’s Mysterious Multiplying Jar by Masaichirao Anno
· Math Curse by Jon Scieszka

· One Grain of Rice by Demi

· Sideways Arithmetic from Wayside School by Louis Sachar

· The Grapes of Math by Greg Tang

· Spaghetti and Meatballs for All! By Marilyn Burns

· Sir Cumference and the Sword in the Cone by Cindy Neuschwander
