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We tried to involve the people who live around us 
in this celebration, since we are their neighbors 
and some are among our trusted workers. This 

is a simple, rural area where most people live by subsistence 
farming and a good many of the children in the school come 
from this area. A committee of teachers, villagers, parents and 
RSCJ was formed to prepare for the big event of July 20th 
of celebrating the school's 10th birthday. We wanted to have 
it now because if we wait for 25 or 50 years those who have 
contributed so generously to the building of Sacred Heart 
Primary School may not be alive to know how grateful we 
are for what they have done and to witness how the school 
has prospered.

The Liturgy was celebrated by Very Rev. Bishop Kaggwa 
of Masaka Diocese. There were about 20 priests and many 
Sisters of other congregations in attendance. About 30 “Old 
Girls” (graduates) attended, some from as far away as Kampala. 

In the course of the celebration they were initiated into the 
Association of Old Girls. 

 After the Mass the children entertained the guests with 
songs and dances. The Minister of Education (herself an alumna 
of our secondary school in Kangole in Northern Uganda where 
our sisters have served for many decades) sent the Commis-
sioner for Primary Education to be Guest of Honour. Many 
local government officials came as well. 

After the guests had left, our Sisters were delighted with 
the good spirit with which the children stacked chairs and 
swept up papers, leaving the school compound as clean as 
before the celebration took place. It was a truly lovely, homey 
event. Moreover the generosity of many parents and friends 
meant that the expenses were covered. The school is better 
known because of this celebration and those who attended 
it could see for themselves that the children are happy and 
making progress, not only in studies but in Christian values. 

CELEBRATE 
Following a Mass 
celebrating the 
10th anniversary 
of Sacred Heart 
Primary School 
in Kyamusansala 
near  Masaka, 
Uganda, some 
liturgy participants 
pose for a formal 
picture in front of the 
school classrooms. 
From a beginning 
enrollment of 85, 
this residential 
school has grown to 
over 585 students, 
Grades 1–7. One-
hundred percent of 
the girls continue 
onto high school.

by Josephine Mbayira, RSCJ School Bursar
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Last year we had invited your assis-
tance in improving our fire protec-
tion plan.  Thanks again to generous 

supporter we were able to secures 24 fire 
extinguishers, safety area signage, and 
smoke detectors.

A scary event happened at the nearby 
high school one evening. One of our older 
girls saw fire in the high school dorms. She 
shouted “fire” and all our young ones im-
mediately left their dormitories and study 
halls and assembled at the designated safe 
spot as we had practiced many times. We 
were proud of them. Their shouts brought 
the teachers  running from the classrooms 
and staff housing area,  grabbed our newly 
procured fire extinguisher  and ran to help 
put out the fire. 

The teachers were only able to con-
trol the fire not put it out and the village 
firemen arrived an hour later! No one 
was hurt but the high school dorm was 
destroyed. However, our school admin-
istration realized that though we have 
trained our school community for such 
an event and installed many necessary 
fire protection items that we still need 
long fire hoses and more water tanks in 
the outlying areas at a cost of $15,000.

Teachers put out fire with newly-purchased equipment 
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FIRE DRILL Students gather in front of the Sacred Heart Primary School 
dormitories to listen to local officials following a fire drill. Since firefighters may 
take an hour or more to reach the school, teachers are trained to be the first 
defense in extinguishing fires. As a rural school that must supply its own water, 
SHP is in need of fire hoses and additional water storage tanks for rainwater 
collection for use in case of an emergency. 

Stand with her. Invest in her. Rejoice with her.
"When you set a child on the path to education in rural Africa, 

something remarkable happens: she transforms her world. This 
child when given the chance to learn with confidence and security 
will grow into an adult driven by a passion to help others." 

— Camfed

Time and again our young women at Kalungu High School say 
that when they are finished their schooling they are well-prepared 
and empowered to get a job and support themselves and their 
families. They also intend to help others go to school and believe 
they can make a difference in their local communities. 

A good number of our primary school graduates continue their 
education at our high school down the village road a bit. In 2014 the 
girls will begin their last year in high school and a good number will 
sit for the university exams. This could never have happened without 
the tuition aid support from the Sacred Heart family in the USA.



St. Bernadette’s Primary,  founded by 
the Jinja Diocese in 1952, was intend-
ed to serve unschooled children from 

the surrounding village slum area. 
The RSCJ took over administration in 

1998 with 80 students.  As of 2013 there are 
847 students in the elementary grades and 
201 in the nursery and kindergarten. 

More classrooms to house the increase 
of students, water tanks to catch the precious 
rain water, good teachers to guide the chil-
dren,  and a school food garden have been 
welcome improvements. 

Now because of local parent enthusi-
asm to have their children in the school, 
the student population has soared with a 
consequent dense classroom population of 
100 plus in classes! 

Despite this fact our students consis-
tently pass the government primary leaving 
examinations, and last year this school was 
rated the best in the Buikwe District near 
Jinja Town. 

Happily, this year nine young women 
began studies at our Kalungu High School 
thanks to tuition aid from our generous USA 
Partners in Mission. Hopefully 12 more will 
be able to attend next year.  

St. Bernadette’s Primary, Jinja
Small school serving the slums has swelling enrollment, needs

Highlights from another educational work of our sisters in Uganda & Kenya 

A CUP OF CORN PORRidGe is often the only meal many students attending 
St. Bernadette School have all day. Children walk as long as 90 minutes both to 
and from school in order to attend one of the highest-ranked schools in the region. 
donations will allow all students to receive daily nutrition.
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MIDDAy LunCh PRogRAM  Because of the economically 
fragile families most of the students come from, children 
arrive at school hungry. Learning on an empty stomach 
makes schooling even more difficult. The school’s simple 
lunch program may provide the only nourishing but frugal 
meal of their day. The yearly lunch program cost per 
student is $60. About one-half of the students need help 
to pay for their lunch.

CLAssRooM DEsks The classrooms are bulging with 
determined learners but places to sit and work are 
inadequate. $58 will purchase a locally made double-seated 
classroom desk/bench for older students. 

Compelling needs



This year, donations will be directed  
to the following educational projects:

$15,000 sAFETy FEnCE for staff housing for Sacred Heart 
Primary School.

$11,560 sAFETy FEnCE & gATE for new sports playing field for 
Sacred Heart Primary School.

$11,800 ECo-sAnITATIon REsTRooMs for the Sacred Heart 
Primary School sports field area.

$15,000 for FIRE PRoTECTIon: water tanks and long hoses at 
Sacred Heart Primary School.

$18,000  for 300 MIDDAy sTuDEnT MEALs at St. Bernadette’s 
Primary School. 

Average TuITIon AID of $650 for 2014 school year 
at Sacred Heart Primary and Kalungu High School

Donations payable to Society of the Sacred Heart.
Your gift is tax deductible to the extent of the iRs codes.

FunDIng PRIoRITIEs

Sr. irene Cullen
UGK Mission Support Office
P.O. Box 712545
San diego, CA 92171-2545
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ThAnks To ouR suPPoRTERs, the third  
staff housing unit is now completed at  
Sacred Heart Primary School. Providing 
simple, nearby — yet off-campus — housing 
is essential for attracting and retaining 
highly-qualified teachers and staff to schools 
in rural areas in Uganda.

ContaCt Info sr. irene Cullen • UgK mission support office • p.o. Box 712545 • san diego, CA 92171-2545
619.684.5957 • icullen@rscj.org


