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Goal II 
Schools of the Sacred Heart commit themselves to  

educate to a deep respect for intellectual values.

1. The school develops and implements a curriculum based on the Goals 
and Criteria, educational research and ongoing evaluation.
 
2. The school provides a rigorous education that incorporates all forms 
of critical thinking and inspires a lifelong love of learning. 
 
3. The school program develops aesthetic values and the creative use of 
the imagination. 

4. The faculty utilizes a variety of teaching and learning strategies that 
recognizes the individual needs of the students. 

5. The school provides ongoing professional development for  
faculty and staff.

6. Members of the school community model and teach ethical and 
respectful use of technology.

Learn more about the Goals and Criteria at 
wwww.shschicago.org/goals.
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From the Head of Schools
Welcome to the new Heartbeat! As we celebrate 140 years in Chicago and look 
to the future, we are excited to debut our publication’s new magazine format. 
We will continue to provide information on recent Sacred Heart events and 
initiatives, and feature members of our extended community—but within a 
design that has a fresh look and feel. Let us know what you think!

As a reminder, this year we are focusing on Goal II: Schools of the Sacred Heart 
commit themselves to a deep respect for intellectual values. The stories within 
showcase the many ways in which members of our extended Sacred Heart 
family live out this commitment, whether through their studies, service or 
varied careers.

For the past year, Sacred Heart has been readying itself for the November 
2016 visit by members of the Sacred Heart Commission on Goals (SHCOG). 
The Commission facilitates a system of accountability for Network schools in carrying out the mission of 
the Society of the Sacred Heart. One of the team’s primary tasks is to assess our community’s strengths 
in living out the five Goals and Criteria and assist us in determining how we can deepen our experience of 
them.

The team’s visit has now been completed. In summary of their findings, the team’s report said:  

“From the moment the Sacred Heart Commission on Goals Visiting Committee arrived on the campus of 
the school, we were immediately aware of the presence of the heart of Jesus and the determined pursuit 
and implementation of the mission of Sacred Heart education. …The devotion to the Foundational 
Principles and the Goals and Criteria was evident from our opening tour of the school, to the various 
constituency meetings with parents, alumni, leadership teams, faculty, staff and students. There was one 
resounding takeaway from our visit: love permeates your walls and your relationships.”

It has truly been a year filled with blessings for Sacred Heart. As always, you have my sincere gratitude 
for the many ways you support and enrich our community by your presence, participation, good wishes 
and generosity. Here’s to our next 140 years of great education!

Nat Wilburn
Head of Schools
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Teacher Coaching at 
Sacred Heart
“Coaches...contribute to teacher retention, 
building instructional capacity at a site, 
improving relationships between colleagues and 
establishing ways for teachers to collaborate.” 
-Elena Aguilar, author of The Art of Coaching

Through the support of the Masterpiece Campaign’s Initiative for 
Excellence in Teaching and Learning, Sacred Heart recently hired 
two Instructional Coaches, Natalie Warden (pictured left) and Dr. 
Elizabeth Coleman (pictured right) to provide in-house professional 
development for faculty, helping our teachers improve their skills 
in the classroom, achieve job satisfaction and increase collaboration 
across divisions. Depending on a teacher’s desired area of growth, 
a teacher and coach may be working on developing new lesson 
plans, analyzing data to inform daily practice or implementing and 
troubleshooting a new approach to a challenge. Learn more about  
Sacred Heart's coaching program in the Q&A below.

What is the goal of the coaching program? 
Natalie: Sacred Heart works to create a culture in which students and faculty alike view themselves as learners, 
actively pursuing lifelong growth and improvement. Ultimately, the goal of the coaching program is to support this 
culture of learning and for teachers to improve their practice. Everyone, no matter their job, wants to get better at 
what they do.

When a faculty member decides they want to work with an Instructional Coach, what 
process do they follow?
Elizabeth: There is a structure and a way for both the coach and the teacher to track their process. In the first 
meeting, we develop a work plan together. A teacher articulates a goal for the coaching work, and then we discuss 
possible activities we can do to help them meet that goal. These activities can be regular meetings to discuss things 
such as curriculum, assessments and behavior, or a coach can do a classroom observation and give feedback on 
anything new the teacher might be implementing. In the work plan, we also lay out indicators of progress and set a 
time frame for the work. 

How can instructional coaching impact students?
Elizabeth: If we can have teachers feel like they’re developing their skills and feel satisfaction in their jobs, along 
with being reflective about what they’re doing in the classroom, that’s going to make them better teachers. While 
we’re not particularly measuring the affects of coaching on student test scores, teachers are looking more at their 
student work products and reflecting on them, and that’s where you see a direct correlation. 

Natalie: I think every student deserves to have an education from a teacher who takes joy in what they’re doing and 
is always looking to get better. Each step forward in a teacher’s practice benefits not just the students in his/her room 
this year, but for years to come.

If you'd like to support the Masterpiece Campaign's Initiative for Excellence in Teaching and Learning, visit 
www.shschicago.org/masterpiece or return the enclosed envelope.
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The Importance of
Social-Emotional Learning
“What is the good of teaching various subjects, of 
wasting time in learning them, if at the same time we 
cannot teach children the words of life and touch their 
hearts and consciences?” 
-St. Madeleine Sophie Barat

by Sue Heybach, Middle School Counselor and 
Elizabeth Wilton, Primary and Lower School Counselor  

Social-emotional learning (SEL) is the process through 
which students acquire the knowledge, attitudes and 
skills they need to recognize and manage their emotions, 
demonstrate caring and concern for others, establish 
positive relationships, make responsible decisions and 
handle challenging situations. Research shows that 
children with strong social-emotional skills have better 
grades and higher standardized test scores. The goal 
of Sacred Heart education is for students to feel safe, 
valued, respected and connected so they can be engaged 
in learning. SEL is essential to the success of all children 
and adolescents because their emotions and relationships 
impact their ability to learn. Teachers also reap many 
benefits from having learned these skills and practicing 
them.

Many student challenges, which act as barriers to success, 
have been linked to deficits in social-emotional skills. 
Research shows that when children learn and practice SEL 
skills, they are more academically successful, have higher 
self-esteem, handle stress more effectively and make wise 
choices. SEL teaches the skills that allow children to calm 
themselves, make friends, resolve conflicts respectfully and 
make safe choices. Preparing children to be responsible, 
productive, caring and engaged citizens is a timeless 
pursuit that continues to be the goal of Sacred Heart 
education today. 

As with many Western classical ideas, the roots of SEL date 
back to ancient Greece. When Plato wrote about education 
in The Republic, he proposed a holistic curriculum that 
requires a balance of training in physical education, the 
arts, math, science, character and moral judgment. “By 
maintaining a sound system of education and upbringing, 
you produce citizens of good character,” he explained. 
Safe, caring and well-managed learning environments 
positively influence academic achievement when teachers 
incorporate the SEL model into each school day. 

Students who understand and practice social and 
emotional learning on a regular basis develop and 
use the following skills in five core areas: 
 
1. They are self-aware with an ability to recognize 
their emotions, describe their interests and values 
and accurately assess their strengths. They have a 
well-grounded sense of self-confidence.

2. They are able to regulate their emotions and 
manage stress, control impulses and persevere in 
overcoming obstacles. They can set and monitor 
progress toward the achievement of personal 
and academic goals and express their emotions 
appropriately in a wide range of situations.

3. They are socially aware. They are able to 
recognize and appreciate individual and group 
similarities and differences. They learn to 
appropriately use family, school and community 
resources.

4. They have good relationship skills. They can 
establish and maintain healthy and rewarding 
relationships based on cooperation. They learn to 
handle peer pressure and resolve interpersonal 
conflict.

5. When making decisions, they consider 
right versus wrong, respect for others and the 
consequences of various courses of action. They 
learn to apply these skills in academic and social 
situations in order to contribute to the well-being 
of their family, school and community.



Remembering Wenche Haverkamp School News
Mrs. Haverkamp to be 
honored at L’Esprit 

“I remember so vividly that after Prize Day, she mailed home the corrections to our final paper. Her job extended 
far beyond the school year, and that’s really an exemplifier of her lifelong commitment to learning.” 
-Julia Huebner A’12

“She was also so invested in making sure the young women she taught became strong, independent, empowered 
and compassionate. I feel so lucky that I had the chance to learn in her classroom.”  
- Roxy Kozyckyj A’02

“Her legacy lives on through her former students and everyone that had the pleasure of interacting with Mrs. H! 
To say that she led a purpose-filled life would be a tremendous understatement.”  
-Joseph Hendele H’00

“She always took time out of her day to help go over my essays and help me to be the best student I could be.” 
- Emma Chikow A’08

 “I remember dressing as Marguerite Henry in full equestrian gear for her class for our ‘authors’ interviews.’”  
- Reenie O’Brien King A’96

Alumni share their memories of Mrs. Haverkamp 

In July, Sacred Heart lost a beloved member of our 
community, Wenche Haverkamp, former faculty member 
(1989-2013), Board of Trustees member (2014-16) and 
mother of Rev. Heidi Haverkamp ASH’94. Due to Mrs. 
Haverkamp’s extraordinary dedication to her students and 
her lifelong commitment to learning, she has been named the 
recipient of the 2016-2017 Sacred Heart Goal Award.

This year’s award focuses on Goal II: Schools of the Sacred 
Heart commit themselves to educate to a deep respect for 
intellectual values. In announcing the decision to award the 
school’s highest honor to Mrs. Haverkamp, Nat Wilburn, 
Head of Schools, reflected not only on her legacy of 
excellence as an educator, but on her devotion to supporting 
each child with thoughtful encouragement and nurturing 
each student’s particular gifts. “Mrs. Haverkamp embodied 
in an exemplary way the school’s commitment to provide an 
education for the head and the heart,” he said.

Mrs. Haverkamp’s family will be presented with the Goal 
Award at L’Esprit de Sacré Coeur on March 11, 2017. The 
Goal Award presentation provides a wonderful opportunity 
for all who wish to pay tribute to Mrs. Haverkamp by sharing 
anecdotes and reflections on how she touched your life. If 
you are interested in sharing your personal testimonials about 
Mrs. Haverkamp, please email goalaward@shschicago.org 
by January 31.

During her 23 years of service to Sacred Heart, 
Mrs. Haverkamp nurtured an appreciation of both 
literacy and literature in her students. She began her 
career in the fall of 1989, teaching French to 7th and 
8th grade Academy girls. However, her true passion 
resided in classic literature. So, in the mid-1990s, 
Mrs. Haverkamp began teaching 5th and 6th grade 
Language Arts.

In the classroom, Mrs. Haverkamp encouraged hands-
on learning through performances, whether it was 
students reenacting Trojan War battles from the Iliad or 
reciting lines from Shakespeare in full costume. Though 
Mrs. Haverkamp retired from Sacred Heart in 2013, 
she continued to remain active in the school community 
by serving on the Board of Trustees from 2014-2016.
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School News
Math Team Finishes First
Congratulations are in order to the SHS Math Team for 
their first place win in the Division A, Bishop Fenwick Math 
Contest! The team, led by faculty coaches David Gusaas 
and Sebastian Agignoae, includes Hardey students Danny 
D., Joseph G., Noah H., Baha K., Aaron M. and Ethan P. 
Individually, Aaron placed 1st, Joseph 6th and Noah 7th. 
Please note: no calculators were allowed!

Sacred Heart Commission on Goals
In November, Sacred Heart welcomed the SHCOG team—(left to 
right) David Olson; Ann Marie Krejcarek; Nicole Cart; 
Sr. Martha Roughan, RSCJ; and Tim Stevens—for the school’s 
five-year review of its academic programming and adherence to the 
Goals and Criteria. The Committee provides Commendations and 
Recommendations that will guide Sacred Heart in its planning going 
forward. The team’s summary statement was extremely positive and 
they congratulated the entire SHS community for its commitment 
to provide a quality education and to remain faithful in diverse ways 
to the five Goals and Criteria.

Caution: Children at Work
The Primary School’s new STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) Lab is up and 
running! Made possible by the Masterpiece Campaign, 
this hands-on learning environment allows students 
to think criticially and creatively, as well as persist in 
problem solving. Kindergarteners recently finished The 
Global Monster Project, where students repurposed 
materials like paper towel rolls, old keyboards and 
bubble wrap to build their very own monster.

Parent Education at Sacred Heart
In October, Sacred Heart welcomed Olen Kalkus, Headmaster of 
Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart in Miami, Fla., for a lecture 
titled “Boys and Girls: Same but Different.” As part of this year’s 
Parent Education Forum, “The Value of a Single Gender Education 
on a Coed Campus,” Sacred Heart is inviting various experts to 
speak about the differences, challenges and opportunities in teaching 
girls and boys. Please join us for our next event on April 5 with New 
York Times bestselling author and psychologist, Lisa Damour, PhD.
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Anne McNamara Griffith ASH’44

Anne McNamara Griffith ASH’44 is no stranger 
to travel. As a military wife for 23 years, she and her 
husband, Col. Stephen M. Griffith, and seven children 
were stationed in multiple places in the United States and 
Germany. Later, she traveled to Tel Aviv and New Delhi to 
visit her son Joseph at his diplomatic posts. So at age 90, 
it was “no big deal” to travel from her home in Alexandria, 
Va., to Chicago, with her sons Stephen Jr. and John 
(pictured above), to attend October’s Alumni Weekend. 
Both Joseph and Stephen Jr. attended Hardey Prep for two 
years before the family relocated.

Being the mother of five boys and two girls and moving 
20 times throughout the course of her marriage, one 
might say that Anne was the CEO of a household. Her 
impressive accomplishments extended outside the home as 
well, and into a second career at the White House.

Anne’s knowledge of public policy had been enriched 
during her husband’s professorship at West Point where 
she encountered visiting dignitaries like Henry Kissinger 
and Nelson Rockefeller. This experience served her well as 
a volunteer under President Reagan, where she provided 
editorial support to various high-level presidential staffers. 
Then in 1988, at the age of 62 and a widow of just two 
years, Anne was hired for First Lady Barbara Bush’s staff. 
As a former Sacred Heart student who loved English 
and history, possessing highly developed organizational 
skills and an understanding of policy, and having lived 
in or visited several European countries as a military 

spouse, Anne was a perfect fit for the job. She came out of 
retirement to help with presidential correspondence for the 
George W. Bush administration from 2000-2008. When 
President Obama came into office, it was a compliment at 
age 82 to be asked to stay on for several months to assist 
with President Bush’s transition.

As a student at Sacred Heart (graduation photo above), 
Anne admired the RSCJs as wonderful teachers and she 
loved the traditions, which her mother, Margaret Boughan 
McNamara, and her aunt, Amy Boughan, had described to 
her as former SHS students. Anne recalls interesting guests 
at receptions and assemblies, including Empress Zita, wife 
of the heir to the former Austro-Hungarian Empire. And 
being a student during WWII, she remembers when the 
wife of famed Chicago Bears football player Red Grange 
came to Sacred Heart to teach home nursing—a skill and 
potential career path that proved to be quite valuable for 
young women during and after the war.

Today, Anne remains connected to the Sacred Heart 
Network, mostly through Stone Ridge School of the 
Sacred Heart in Bethesda, Md., where she is involved with 
the Child of Mary Medal program. Her eyes especially 
brightened when she spoke of it, and when she conversed 
with the 8th grade Alumni Ambassadors who attended 
the Alumni Weekend Generations Tea. With so many 
traditions shared across the decades, it wasn’t difficult to 
understand why.

From her own house to the White House
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Matthew 
White

The total length of the Appalachian Trail, the longest 
hiking-only footpath in the world, is 2,190 miles. It 
extends from Maine to Georgia. Matthew White, having 
discerned after several years in formation that becoming 
a Jesuit priest was not the right choice for him, needed to 
reorient himself. Uncertain what the future might hold 
and not employed, he accepted a friend’s suggestion and 
decided to hike the Trail—in its entirety. 

He got the necessary equipment, did some planning, and 
his friends “dropped him off in Maine.” Matthew figured it 
would take him until Thanksgiving to complete the trek.

Six weeks in, while on a brief hiatus to visit some friends 
in New York City, Matthew got an email from Sacred 
Heart asking whether he was interested in interviewing 
for a Primary School religion teaching position that had 
opened up unexpectedly. Given his desire to teach and an 
undergraduate degree from Loyola University Chicago 
in history and political science, he already had a resume 
on file at Sacred Heart. But, he didn’t anticipate being 
contacted for a job teaching religion and certainly not 
while in the midst of his massive hike. “It’s kind of amazing 
that I was in a place where I could even access email,” 
says Matthew. “The timing of the whole thing was unlike 
anything I’d ever experienced.” 

He got the job and began teaching in September 2016. 
His formation with the Jesuits and master’s-level courses 
in theology provided solid theological training. “But,” 
he acknowledges, ”the study of theology can feel lofty 
and distant. Working with children is where the rubber 
hits the road. It’s heartwarming to see when they delight 
in something new, and they can also ask very thought-
provoking questions. Sometimes as deep as you can get.”

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, the course of 
religious study used in kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade, 
is one that helps children understand how God is active 
in their lives. Through Scripture, creative exercises and 
examples rooted in relatable terms, students gain more 
knowledge about how they are a part of God’s plan. And 
the presence of a teacher like Matthew, who encourages 
students to explore, ask questions, embrace wonder and 
learn from one another, not only inspires young hearts and 
minds, but shapes children in ways that can last a lifetime 
What does faith give a child? Matthew responds:

 “We walk around with mini-computers in 
our pockets. It can seem like the answer to 
any question is just a click away. Faith, even 
at a young age, can give us a respect and 
reverence for what we don’t understand. 
Acknowledging mystery, asking those 
questions that don’t have an easy answer—
that can be a wonderful opportunity, for all 
of us.” 

Heartbeat profiles 
Sacred Heart’s 
new Primary 
School Religion 
Teacher

A Montessori approach is used in the Primary 
School through the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd. The experience of First Communion 
engages all 2nd graders—whether they are 
Roman Catholic and receiving the sacrament or 
journeying with their friends. Students in grades 
3-6 experience a more traditional religious 
education. In their last years at Sacred Heart, 
students engage in dialogue, exploring world 
religions in 7th grade and then focusing on 
morality in 8th grade. Roman Catholic students 
are invited to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in the spring of their 7th grade year.

Spiritual Life at Sacred Heart

From her own house to the White House



Unless you’ve already been to the Hindu temple BAPS 
Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in Bartlett or the Bahá'í 
Temple in Wilmette, Ill., nothing quite prepares you for 
the astounding beauty of these houses of worship. But 
the Sacred Heart 7th graders who toured both temples 
in October went onsite to do more than appreciate their 
architectural magnificence. They were there to learn about 
Hinduism and the Bahá'í faith as part of their World 
Religions course, taught by Jackie Beale-DelVecchio.

“These field trips allow students to personally experience 
some of the sacred rituals that take place in the different 
faiths and to get a feel for the religion beyond what 
a textbook can explain,” Mrs. Beale-DelVecchio says. 
Interestingly, she finds studying other faiths not only 
broadens students’ knowledge, but tends to deepen the 
experience of their own faith. Differences and similarities 
among the religions often provide a great opportunity for 
discussion and reflection.

School NewsSeventh Grade 
Visits Hindu, 
Bahá’í Temples

Val Bruech ASH’67

World Religions is a year-long course in which students 
explore Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam. In the spring, students will take another field trip to 
three local sites that represent the world’s major Abrahamic 
faiths: the Jewish Emmanuel Congregation, the Christian 
St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church and the Muslim 
Ismaili Center.

In reflecting on “takeaways” from the field trip, students 
mentioned the importance of prayer and the need for 
respect for other religious traditions. One student summed 
it up this way: “No matter what religion you are, we can be 
united with everyone and grow with God, like how all the 
different plants grow out of the same soil.” 

Public defender turned author publishes 
her first novel; now available on Amazon

For Val Bruech ASH’67, her second career as a writer is 
turning out to be every bit as engaging as her first career as 
an attorney, in which she served as a Public Defender for 
16 years in Joliet, Ill., and for eight years in Portland, Ore. 
“When my law firm was down-sized, I felt like God was 
closing a door, but opening a window. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to explore other options.” 

The result? Val has just published her first novel, a mystery 
titled Judicious Murder, and a second novel is in the works. 
“My work as a litigator made me jump out of bed in the 
morning, and now as a writer, my head is bursting with 
ideas so I feel equally excited and motivated.” 

Val attended Sacred Heart for grades 
6 through 12. A lover of mysteries 
since childhood, her respect for good 
writing grew exponentially in Mother Edith McShane’s 
senior English class. She also remembers loving the 
traditions at Sacred Heart and learning the importance of 
faith and service by being a tutor to inner city students. “At 
Sacred Heart, I learned that faith is something to be lived, 
and not just given lip service to,” Val affirms.

Her book Judicious Murder is now available on Amazon, and 
Val hopes to be holding Chicago-area readings of the book 
in January. Visit her website, valbruech.com, for further 
details, and all are welcome to leave a comment.
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School News
Students Roll Up Their Sleeves 
Eighth grade Academy and Hardey students were 
unstoppable at this year’s clean-up after Misericordia’s annual 
Family Fest. They picked up trash and broke down chairs 
and tables, working in teams to make the job quicker and 
easier. Misericordia is a service partner to Sacred Heart, and 
offers residential living and programs of support to children 
and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

Fall Food Drive Tops One Ton
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this year’s Fall Food 
Drive. Sacred Heart was able to collect nearly 1.5 tons of food for 
Ignatian Services. Ignatian Services is the social service expression of 
the Faith Community of St. Ignatius Church in Rogers Park. Mark 
your calendars for the Spring Food Drive, March 6-13.

Uniting through Poetry
In November, Sacred Heart 4th graders hosted 
students from the Muslim Community Center Full 
Time School in Morton Grove as part of the Poetry 
Pals Program. Poetry Pals is a non-profit program that 
celebrates diversity by encouraging students to express 
themselves through poetry and art, while also serving as 
an environment to form interfaith bonds. 

Mass of Remembrance
Each year, Sacred Heart remembers those who have died with a 
special Mass in the chapel, which is attended by alumni, parents, 
RSCJs and the entire 8th grade. During the Mass, students carry 
the Book of Remembrance, containing the names of all those in the 
Sacred Heart community who have died, and special prayers are 
offered for them. This year, the Mass was celebrated on All Souls’ 
Day on November 2, and a reception for guests followed in the 
Driehaus Center.
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Alumni Weekend 2016
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School News

Sacred Heart welcomes home 150 alumni

G oûter. Prize Day. Cache-cache. To some, these words might mean very little, but for many 
Sheridan Road graduates, they represent more than a decade’s worth of childhood memories. These 
Sacred Heart traditions, many of which live on today, were certainly the topic of conversation 
during this year’s Alumni Weekend, held October 14-16. “Where’s Mater? I’d love to see her,” 
an alumna asked during a tour of campus. “Please tell me you still do the Christmas lambs!” said 
another. 

Nearly 150 Sheridan Road and Sacred Heart Network alumni reconnected and reminisced across 
the weekend’s six events. Class years ranged from 1944-2009, spanning more than 65 years of 
Sacred Heart education. Generations Tea, a new event this year, kicked off the weekend’s festivities 
on Friday. The tea brought together entire families of Sacred Heart alumni—grandparents 
included! On Friday evening, alumni were also invited to attend Fall Gathering, Sacred Heart’s fall 
“friendraiser” (see page 17).

For the second year, alumni enjoyed a highly competitive game of basketball on Saturday afternoon. 
Mark Anderson, who retired in June 2016 after teaching and coaching at Sacred Heart for nearly 
40 years, kept score during the game. Mr. Anderson was honored later that evening at a cocktail 
reception where many of his former students and colleagues, including former Middle School Head 
Dan Flaherty, took turns telling their favorite “Mr. Anderson stories.”

Alumni Weekend concluded on Sunday with Mass and the Sr. Catherine I. Seiker, RSCJ Award 
presentation (see page 14), followed by the Reunion Brunch at the Saddle and Cycle Club, where 
milestone reunion years were celebrated. 

1. ASH Class of 1966 
celebrating their 
50th reunion

2. Alumni, along with 
Nat Wilburn and 
Mark Anderson, at 
Family Day

3. Alumni at the 
Cocktail Reception 
honoring Mark 
Anderson

4. Paula Bork 
ASH’93 with sons 
Leo and Bo H’25, 
along with her 
parents, Marianne 
and Anthony Nichols 
H’54, at Generations 
Tea
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School News
Something to Cheer About
In September, new students, faculty and staff were 
inducted onto either the Red or White team to 
thunderous cheers. Throughout the year, the Red and 
White teams engage in fierce yet friendly competition 
rooted in school spirit, community-building and 
fundraising for worthy causes. Most recently, the Red 
team carried the day after tallying up the points earned 
in SHS Cares, Fall Spirit Week, the Good Citizen 
Contest and Penny Wars. 

Celebrating Our Diversity 
On September 30, the Sacred Heart gym was transformed into a 
town square for International Night, an annual event celebrating the 
rich diversity of the Sacred Heart community. Community members 
enjoyed homemade cuisine from the four corners of the globe, 
students participated in the Parade of Nations flag procession and 
many families wore traditional native dress. The highlighted region 
this year was Southeast Asia, and Loyola University Chicago’s Kapwa 
Filipino Student Organization performed traditional Filipino dances 
for attendees. 

Mass of the Holy Spirit 
Each year begins prayerfully with an all-school 
Liturgy—the Mass of the Holy Spirit—in which the 
community gathers to rededicate itself to the Goals and 
Criteria, pray for a successful and productive school 
year and thank God for the many blessings bestowed. 
Prior to Mass, flag bearers processed in, carrying the 
flags signifying the countries in which the Schools of 
the Sacred Heart are located. 

“So Just Dance, Dance, Dance...” 
Who says Halloween is just for kids? For more than 15 years, 
Sacred Heart faculty and staff have been dressing in costume and 
performing choreographed dances during the annual Sacred Heart 
Halloween Parade. This year’s theme was “emojis,” so faculty 
and staff donned their favorite emoticons—sushi rolls and tacos 
included—and took to the stage in the Campbell Gymnasium to 
dance to Justin Timberlake’s “Can’t Stop the Feeling!” The theme 
of the dance, along with the choreography and music, change every 
year thanks to the hard work and talent of Primary School teacher  
Jill Renn.
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Sacred Heart welcomes home 150 alumni



Diane Skowron Evans ASH’70

When Diane Skowron Evans ASH’70, the 2016 
recipient of the Sr. Catherine I. Seiker, RSCJ Award, tries 
to pinpoint her fondest memory of being at Sacred Heart, 
she pauses because “there are so many of them!” But the 
standout memory, she decides, “Has to be senior year, 
because that’s the year when our class really bonded.”

Love of community is a recurring theme as Diane 
reminisces about her time at Sacred Heart from grades 6 
through 12. “When I was in school, the Goals and Criteria 
hadn’t yet been established. But knowing them today, I 
would have to say that Goal III: the building of community 
as a Christian value really describes my experience of close 
friendships with my classmates and feeling so loved by 
the sisters and other faculty. The experience of ‘you’re not 
in this alone’ shaped my understanding of the power of 
community to effect change and build social awareness.”

Diane and her husband Jim have made a planned gift to 
Sacred Heart, knowing the profound and lifelong impact 
that a good education coupled with good values can have. 

“The greatest gift you can give a child is a good education. 
The successes I have enjoyed—in my personal life and in 
business—flowed from what I learned at Sacred Heart. 
I was genuinely happy going to school; we had teachers 
who truly cared about us and instilled the confidence 

that if we worked hard and studied hard, anything 
was possible.” She laughs, “Also, I developed excellent 
handwriting!”

In addition to raising four children, Diane enjoyed a career 
as a commercial real estate appraiser, a field dominated 
by men at the time. Her unique presence as a woman in 
the job didn’t even register until it was pointed out. She 
just did what she had done as a student at Sacred Heart: 
studied hard and worked hard. Today, she assists her 
husband in his business in addition to being the President 
of the Colorado Chapter of the Associated Alumnae and 
Alumni of the Sacred Heart (AASH).

What has kept her connected and so invested in the future 
of Sacred Heart? Diane reflects on a quote displayed 
at Sheridan Road and that she has posted in her office: 
Coming into Sacred Heart Schools, you have entered into a 
family and have come to a home. “No matter where you 
are in the world, chances are that there is a Sacred Heart 
school not too far away,” she says. “That feeling of being 
family and being cared for never goes away.”

Diane Skowron Evans ASH’70 (pictured middle) was honored with the 2016 Sr. Catherine I. Seiker, RSCJ Award during Alumni 
Weekend in October. The Seiker Award is given to an RSCJ, Sheridan Road alumna/us, or alumna/us from any Sacred Heart Network 
school whose life exemplifies, to an extraordinary degree, the values and standards that Sacred Heart Schools represents.

For more information about Planned Giving at 
Sacred Heart, please contact Alexandra Voigt, 
Development Director, at (773) 681-8410 or 
alexandra.voigt@shschicago.org.
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Eric Simpson H’87
Hardey alumnus welcomed as  
Sacred Heart’s Athletic Director

What does one look for in a great athletic coach? 
An ability to motivate; someone who inspires others to 
excellence. A person who can build a successful team 
and help an individual athlete overcome limitations. To 
meet new Sacred Heart Athletic Director Eric Simpson 
is to encounter someone who brings these qualities and 
something more to the playing field. Eric conveys a sense 
of calm, kindness and wise perspective, qualities that are 
sometimes benched when it comes to the competitive arena 
of sports but are deeply valued at Sacred Heart.

Eric graduated from Hardey Prep in 1986. A natural 
athlete, he especially loved basketball and he looked 
forward, he says with a smile, “to recess and gym.” He 
also loved history, and after graduating from St. Ignatius 
College Prep, Eric majored in history at Northwestern 
University. A basketball scholarship meant he played on 
NU’s Big Ten team, but over time he realized that his 
future probably didn’t include the NBA. Coaching wasn’t 
even on his mind at that point.

In the spring of his senior year as he was beginning his 
job search, his father developed a terminal illness. He put 
his search on hold. That next year, while helping with his 
father’s care, friends approached him about an afternoon 
coaching job at Loyola Academy. Eric didn’t realize it, but a 
career path was beginning to define itself.

Eric’s career took off and today includes coaching women’s 
basketball at Loyola University Chicago for eight years. 
Eric reconnected with Sacred Heart in June 2015 when 
he was asked to speak at the annual Angel Brunch. He 
remained connected, and when Sacred Heart’s much-loved 
Athletic Director Ron Schwartz passed away, Eric applied 
for the position with a sense of respect for Ron’s enormous 
accomplishments. September 2016 marked Eric’s formal 
introduction to the joys and challenges of overseeing the 
school's 50-plus teams, coaching staff and various sporting 
events.

Eric says that while Goal II: a deep respect for intellectual values 
may seem mind-centered, the learning that comes through 
athletics at Sacred Heart is an extension of the academic 
curriculum and helps to inform body, mind and spirit. 

“Athletics is about more than physical 
accomplishment. It offers a unique 
opportunity to work on character traits and 
ethics, to learn to support teammates, and 
to find the balance between a healthy desire 
to win and learning from your losses.”

He reflects on his own journey from athlete to Athletic 
Director. “Ultimately,” he says, “we’re competing against 
ourselves. There is so much pressure to win. But we also 
have to have the courage to try, even if it means falling 
short of our goals. What I try to teach the students is to 
give your very best effort, learn from your mistakes, and 
then, move forward. Sounds simple, but it takes a lifetime 
of learning.”



Melissa Ann 
Pinney ASH’71
“There was a high value placed on intellectualism and the 
sacred in everyday life that connects directly to my work. 
Seeing women in leadership positions also had a tremendous 
impact on me.” 

The studio of photographer Melissa Ann Pinney ASH’71 
is up a narrow staircase at the apex of a Victorian house. 
The studio is flooded with natural light and large photos 
grace the walls. Melissa’s daughter, Emma Lehman A’09, is 
the subject of several. In the “Cellar Door” series, Emma 
leans against the same cellar door in successive years of her 
life. There is something both “of the moment” and timeless 
about these and Melissa’s other photos—something that 
transcends and lingers beyond the image captured by the 
click of the shutter.

In viewing Melissa’s work, themes such as the passage 
of time, ritual, generational relationships and feminism 
emerge. Several photographs reference classical, even 
iconic, depictions of women or goddesses—like the Venus 
de Milo, for example—but seen through Melissa’s lens on a 
beach in Maui where she and husband Roger Lehman and 
the family visit often. 

Is there something about the education Melissa received 
at Sacred Heart that helped to shape her photography, 
her vision as an artist? Without a moment’s hesitation, 
she recalls studying with fellow young women and having 
the Sisters of the Sacred Heart at the helm. “There was a 

high value placed on intellectualism and the sacred in 
everyday life that connects directly to my work. Seeing 
women in leadership positions also had a tremendous 
impact on me.” 

One of Sacred Heart’s traditions is the Angel Brunch, 
and Melissa and Emma, like many mothers and 
daughters before them, went on a hunt for the prescribed 
“white dress.” As a gift to Emma (pictured bottom left) 
and her Academy classmates, Melissa photographed each 
student in her dress and made a book of all the portraits. 
The “White Dress Project” photographs are exquisite 
portraits of the Middle School graduates and also capture 
the mysterious transition from being a girl to a young 
woman. Pensive or light-hearted, poised or carefree, 
Melissa’s portraits convey with tenderness the many faces 
of young women embarking on life’s next big step.

Melissa thumbs through the book and recalls, “In 
taking the photos, I wanted to show the beauty and 
individuality of each student.” At the back of the 
White Dress Project book, there are candid shots from 
the Brunch, which reveal the relationships the girls 
had formed with one another. They capture laughter 
and conversation, dancing and the sheer delight of 
friendship. Emma is 21 now and still appears in her 
mother’s photos. She is at Macalester College studying 
Media and Cultural Studies. Melissa pauses, “I should 
probably think about a post-college ‘Black Dress Project’ 
as a follow-up.” It’s difficult to say for sure, but it could 
happen.

Melissa Ann Pinney is a Guggenheim Fellow whose work is 
in the permanent collections of the Art Institute of Chicago, 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York and the San Francisco Museum 
of Modern Art, among others. Her most recent major book 
publication is TWO (2015). 

Photo left: Copyright Melissa Ann Pinney
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School News
SHS Welcomes Dan Gargano 
Sacred Heart is delighted to announce that Dan Gargano 
has accepted the position of Head of the Middle School. 
Mr. Gargano has proven to be a great leader, a wonderful 
addition to the Leadership Team and a perfect fit in our 
Sacred Heart community. Prior to Sacred Heart, Mr. 
Gargano served as Principal at Saint Thecla Catholic School. 
Please join our community in congratulating Mr. Gargano!

Driehaus Welcomes 3,000 Visitors 
As part of the Chicago Architecture Foundation’s Open 
House Chicago (OHC), Sacred Heart’s Driehaus Center 
at the R. F. Conway House welcomed nearly 3,000 visitors 
October 15-16. Architecture enthusiasts from all over the 
Chicagoland area, the Midwest and even Canada enjoyed 
seeing one of the last remaining mansions on Sheridan 
Road. This is the third year Sacred Heart has participated in 
the OHC tours, which attract more than 100,000 people 
each year. 

We are the Champions!
Congratulations to the Academy 8 White volleyball team and their coach, 
Scott Flubacker, on winning the Purple Division Championship in 
October. It was certainly a victory worth celebrating as the team headed 
into the playoffs in last place.  
 
Players: Kristin A., Gellila A., Paige B., Pamela C., Lily G., Francesca H., 
Claudia H., McKenzie J., Gracie S., Tryn S. and Bridget W.
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The Curse is History 
Who knew that when Sacred Heart’s turf field was envisioned as 
part of the Masterpiece Campaign, one of its early uses would 
be to celebrate the Chicago Cubs winning the World Series? On 
November 4, students, parents, faculty and staff held a jubilant 
victory parade and then gathered on the turf field to send up a 
boisterous cheer for our city’s beloved Cubbies.



Class Notes

1950s  
Dr. George Vesley H’54 is the owner of GV Consulting in 
Hudson, Wis. Prior to opening his consulting practice, he 
was a research chemist and corporate scientist at 3M in St. 
Paul, Minn. 

Charles C. Smith H’58 was made a partner at Flagship 
Government Relations.

Robert W. Thomas H’59 and his wife, Sandra, have two 
children, Christopher and Carlin. Christoper and his wife, 
Lauren, have made them proud grandparents of Griffin, 
age 4, and Sophie, age 1. Robert recently retired and says 
“life is good!”

1970s 
Diane Skowron Evans ASH’70 was named the 2016 Sr. 
Catherine I. Seiker, RSCJ award winner. She was honored 
during Alumni Weekend in October. (Read more about 
Diane on page 14.)

Dr. Shannon Rose Riley A’73 was named Department 
Chair of Humanities at San Jose State University in 2015. 
Her recently published book, Performing Race and Erasure: 
Cuba, Haiti & U.S. Culture, 1898-1940, was awarded the 
San Jose State University Annual Author Award.

Kimberly Kelley A’76 is currently the Company Manager 
for Matilda the Musical on Broadway.

1980s
Eric Simpson H’86 joined Sacred Heart in July as its 
Athletic Director. He has most recently served as the 
Assistant Women’s Basketball Coach at University of 
Illinois, Chicago. Prior to that, Eric was the Head Women’s 
Basketball Coach at Loyola University Chicago, Director 
of Men’s Basketball Operations at Loyola; Athletic Director 
at Marquette High School in Michigan City, Ind.; and 
Assistant Athletic Director at St. Ignatius College Prep in 
Chicago. (Read more about Eric on page 15.) 

Austin Wyman H’87 and his wife, Amanda, are happy to 
announce the birth of their twins Austin V and Julianna, 
born November 7, 2016.

1990s
Sean Geoghegan H’95 and his wife, Sara, have three 
children: Brendan, 4; Kathleen, 2; and Padraig “Paddy,” 9 
months. In addition to working at Hilltop Securities, he 
and his brother, John Geoghegan H’81, purchased Roscoe 
Village Pub two years ago.

Reenie O’Brien King 
A’96 and husband Cabell 
King proudly welcomed 
their son, Tiernan Peter 
(pictured right), on 
September 8, 2016.

Weston Outlaw H’96 is 
the Director of Special 
and Summer Programs 
at Cranbrook Schools in 
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

Ben Garton H’99 is headed to Japan to pursue employee-
focused corporate governance reform and to encourage 
diversity in leadership. His favorite Sacred Heart memory 
is his 8th grade Washington, D.C., trip when he met with 
Illinois Senators Dick Durbin and Peter Fitzgerald.

Jennifer Przybylo A’99 graduated from Stanford School 
of Medicine in June 2016 and started her emergency 
medicine residency at Harvard University. She will spend 
the next four years training at Massachusetts General 
Hospital and Brigham and Women’s Hospital.

2000s
Chris Doolin H’00 and 
his wife, Lauren, welcomed 
their second daughter, 
Katherine Reid (pictured 
right), on November 3, 
2016. 

Let us—and your fellow alumni—know what you are up to!
Contact the Development Office at alumni@shschicago.org.



Elizabeth K. Philipp A’05 (pictured 
left) is in a Master’s program at the John 
F. Kennedy School of Government 
at Harvard University, studying 
International Relations.

Melissa Jordan Angell A’05 married 
Christopher Kelly Angell on August 
27, 2016. They live in Manhattan’s 

Financial District where Chris is an OCaml (programming 
language) hacker for Jane Street Capital and Melissa works 
in accounting at WeWork.  

Katie Angulo A’07 attended Columbia University in New 
York City where she majored in psychology and played 
Division I lacrosse for four years. She is currently working 
for the FBI and living in New York. Katie writes that 
“Sacred Heart was an absolutely phenomenal part of my 
life and is a huge reason why I am who I am today.”

Hannah S. Cusick A’08 is working on her Master’s degree 
in landscape architecture at the Harvard Graduate School 
of Design. She received the Dean’s Merit Award, a generous 
scholarship that covers a portion of her tuition.

Olivia Klevorn A’09 was chosen as a 2017 Rhodes Scholar. 
Olivia is majoring in anthropology at Yale University and 
was one of 32 American college students to be awarded a 
Rhodes Scholarship. She begins work on a D.Phil degree 
in socio-legal studies at Oxford University in England in 
September 2017.
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Charlotte Ryan, Paige Hosbein, 
Kate Beck and Eva Moravec A’16 
(pictured above) 
Jose Agullo H’83 
Chip Whalen H’83 
Elizabeth O’Brien Garrison A’02 
Natalie Cambata A’05
Willa Hart A’12
Daniel Elward H’14
Nick Hughes H’14
David Kraemer H’14
Armando Mateo-Cortez H’14
Teddy O’Neil H’14
Olivia Rodriguez A’14
Henry Bilicic H’15
Bella Cerda A’15
Carson Herman A’15
Beth Waller A’15
Ellie Wharton A’15
Sam Brody H’16
Fiona Butler A’16
Charlie Collopy H’16 
Katy D’Arrigo A’16
Mia Gallay A’16
Katie Ianelli A’16 
Anjali Katyal A’16
Eleanor Massingil A’16
Aidan McCarthy H’16
Harry Mobarek H’16
Angela Platt A’16 
Charlie Rubey H’16
Corey Thorpe H’16
Scarlett Zell A’16

2016-17 Sacred Heart on Sheridan Road faculty and 
staff who are also Sacred Heart Network alumni. 

Back row: Jane Steinfels ASH’92; Eric Simpson H’86; Aylette 
Oliva A’98; Alysse Piggott A’07; Kristin Lagerquist A’92; 
Amanda Allman, Convent of the Sacred Heart Greenwich ‘07. 

Front row: Betsy Simpson, Woodlands ‘99; Betsy Fallon, 
Woodlands ‘94; Lisa Paulsen, Stone Ridge ‘94; Maria-Paz Salas, 
ASH Bloomfield Hills ‘82. Not pictured: Margo Oelerich A’05. WINTER 2016         19

Alumni who have visited campus August 1, 2016 - November 1, 2016



In Memoriam
Members of the Sacred Heart community who have gone before us 

(June 1, 2016 - November 1, 2016)

Paul J. Binder 
Spouse of Joan McIntyre Binder ASH’70 

John Brady 
father of Patricia Brady A’84, Anne Brady A’89 and 
Frances Brady A’96

Sr. Margaret Byrne, rc 

Baleriana Lopez Calderon 
Mother of Ruben Calderon, SHS staff

Sr. Ann Marie Conroy, RSCJ

Frank W. Considine 
Spouse of Nancy Scott Considine ASH’44 
 
Daniel P. Curran 
Father-in-law of Dan Gargano, SHS staff
 
Wenche Haverkamp 
Mother of Rev. Heidi Haverkamp ASH’94; Board of 
Trustees member and former faculty member 
 
Kathrene Blish Houlihan ASH’37
 
 

Mary Catherine Joyer 
Grandmother of Danielle Joyer A’10 and Sean Joyer H6
 
Rebecca Outlaw 
Mother of Heather Outlaw A’90 and Weston Outlaw H’96

Sandra Patterson 
Mother of Cyndi Patterson Armstrong ASH’81 
 
Christopher Schutter 
Father of Hannah Schutter, SHS staff 

David A. Sobczyk 
Father of Maura A7 and Olivia Sobczyk A6; spouse of 
Kathleen Sobczyk, SHS faculty member 

Roberta Steeves  
Mother of Patricia Steeves O’Neil, Board of Trustees 
member; grandmother of Jennifer O’Neil A’07, 
Margaret O’Neil A’09 and Edward O’Neil H’14 

Marilou McCarthy von Ferstel ASH’55  
Mother of Justine Hedlund Fowler A’81 and 
James W. Hedlund H’79

Eternal rest grant unto them,O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine

upon them forever.



In Memoriam

Eternal rest grant unto them,O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine

upon them forever.



SACRED HEART’S NEW TURF FIELD MADE POSSIBLE BY THE MASTERPIECE CAMPAIGN

Help Sacred Heart Complete the Masterpiece
We have raised $7.8M for our Masterpiece Campaign, a $9.7M initiative and the largest 
campaign in the school’s history. Because of the generosity of an anonymous challenge 
grant, all gifts from alumni, parents of alumni and grandparent gifts will be matched 2:1. 
You can pledge your support to the campaign by returning the enclosed envelope. 
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